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Why Preservation of
PAGE 3 Farmland is Important

A recent publication by The American Farmland
PAGE 4 Trust states that nearly 40% of U.S. farmland is
rented or leased from agricultural landowners, with
the majority being non-operating landowners.

® Farmland is a rapidly disappearing resource that
I needs to be preserved. Farmland preservation
q anchors the farm economy, helps protect our

[ national security, limits urban sprawl, preserves
B productlve soils and natural resources, creates
" direct and indirect employment opportunities,
o’ A preserves the family farm, and much more.
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Trustee Updates

Board of Trustees
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Steve returned in 2019 replacing Trustee CHAIR
Michelle Nicol who retired from CWLP and
moved out of Illinois. He is retired from the VICE CHAIR

City of Springfield CWLP in 2017 where he
served as the Department of Land and
Water Resources Supervisor from 2004 to
2017. Steve also served as CWLP’s liaison
involving the 170,000 acre Lake Springfield
Watershed at the Sangamon County SWCD board meetings,
and on the Lake Springfield Watershed Resource Planning
Committee. Steve also worked at the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources from 1986-2000 as well as the lllinois
Department of Agriculture from 2000-2004% in various
capacities.

SECRETARY / TREASURER
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I am Michelle Curby, an environmental
scientist, and Certified Professional in
Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC). |
believe in being a good steward of the
land to work to conserve and improve our
natural resources so that generations '
after us may also reap their benefits. |
graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy,
served five years in the Marine Corps as an |

1 TRUSTEES

EXECUTIVE MANAGER

Aviation Supply Officer, then returned to lllinois for a
master’s degree in Environmental Studies, My husband is a
fourth-generation farmer in the area, and together we are
dedicated to promoting agricultural conservation
stewardship practices that improve soil health and water
quality. | have seen firsthand the positive impacts of
conservancy trusts on agricultural communities, and | believe
in their mission. | greatly appreciate the opportunity to
participate on the Sangamon Conservancy Trust Board to
help foster conservation activities that protect, preserve, and
enhance farmland and natural areas!
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Tim Seifert served as Vice Chair and Trustee for 7 years.
Thank you Tim for your time and dedication to help
expand the Trust to what it has become today.

Michelle Nicol served as Trustee for 2 years. Thank you
Michelle for your expertise and dedication to The
Sangamon Conservancy Trust.
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Preserving Land Through

Donation of Conservation
Easements

CONSERVATION EASEMENT:

A conservation easement is a voluntary agreement between a
landowner and an IRS approved Section 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
organization such as The Sangamon Conservancy Trust, that
limits the property's uses permanently in order to protect
certain resources. Agricultural conservation easements are
specifically designed to keep land available for farming or
ranching, and often limit non-agricultural commercial
development of lands designated for agricultural use.

DONATE:

By donating a conservation easement, landowners have an
opportunity to protect the resources (i.e. farmland) they value
for their children and future generations, while still maintaining
private ownership. With the easement, they can ensure that the
property will remain intact after they have passed on and that
their family can inherit the land and the same values that
previous generations have experienced for many years. Donation
of a conservation easement may qualify as a charitable
contribution with possible reduction in income, estate, gift and

SCT is a 501 (c¢)(3) Qualified
property taxes. Conservation Land Trust

LANDOWNER RIGHTS:

The landowner retains legal title to the property, determines
what type of land uses will be allowed on the property and what
land uses they would like to restrict. The IRS requires the
development rights on the conservation easement be restricted.
The development of property for commercial or residential
subdivision uses are prohibited on a conservation easement.
Limited use of the land for timber cutting, construction of a
landfill, surface mining, construction of billboards, wind
turbines and solar farms are also examples of prohibited uses on
conservation easements held by The Sangamon Conservancy
Trust.

All photos taken by: Jake Vancil

Interested in hearing more, or ready to pursue an agricultural
conservation easement to protect and preserve your farmland?

Contact us today!

WE CAN HELP IF YOU ...

ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE FUTURE OF YOUR
LAND

WISH TO PRESERVE THE FAMILY FARM AS
FARMLAND

WOULD LIKE TO PROMOTE CONTROLLED
DEVELOPMENT, THEREBY REDUCING THREATS TO
PRIME FARMLAND AND NATURAL AREAS
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www.sangamonconservancytrust.org

Our Mission
"To foster exceptional conservation
activities for the benefit of all persons”

Mentber of
' Land Trust Alliance
" Together, conserving the places you love

www.lta.org

JOIN THE SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUST

Become a partner in our efforts to preserve
farmland and conserve the natural resources
of lllinois!

The enclosed pre-printed envelope provides membership
opportunities for you.

The Sangamon Conservancy Trust is a charitable trust
established under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code.

Membership dues to this organization are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.
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