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The Sangamon Conservancy Trust 
2623 Sunrise Drive—Suite 1 
Springfield, IL  62703-7302 

Phone:  217-241-6635 ext. 3 
Fax:  217-241-6638 
E-mail: barb.mendenhall@il.nacdnet.net 

Our Mission 
“To foster exceptional conservation 
activities for the benefit of all persons” 

We’re on the Web! 
www.sangamonconservancytrust.org 

Prairie Creek Habitat Grant Renewed   
 

     We are pleased to announce that the grant for Prairie Creek Habitat (PCH) has been renewed 
through June, 2010. This will provide the Pleasant Plains School District 8 (School District) funds to 

help maintain the 17-acre outdoor, envi-
ronmental classroom on their Farmingdale 
campus.  This private foundation grant 
provides $5,000 annually for PCH and is  
matched 100 percent by their school dis-
trict.  Debbie Greene, PCH manager and 
middle school teacher, was honored by the 
State Journal-Register as “Top Educator of 
the Year” for her outstanding dedication to 
PCH and the students. 
     Prairie Creek Habitat is available to the 
public. Go about  5 miles west of Spring-
field on Jefferson Street Road (Route 125), 
then south to the Farmingdale school cam-
pus.  Tour this unique area at your leisure.   
     You will be pleasantly surprised!  
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Inside this issue: 

Fall 2009 Bill and Mary Schnirring  
Have a Real Vision for Their Lake Springfield Farm 

     Recently Bill and Mary Schnirring donated an 
agricultural conservation easement on their 114-acre 
farm adjacent to Lake Springfield to The Sangamon 
Conservancy Trust (Trust).  Their vision from day 
one was to systematically take this land out of  
agricultural production and restore it to prairie and 
woodlands.  They are well on their way to seeing 
this vision become a reality. 

     Not only does this decision by the Schnirring family solidify their long-term 
land stewardship goals,  it also meets several goals of the Trust. They are helping to 
improve the water quality of Lake Springfield by implementing best management 
practices on this land to reduce soil erosion and sedimentation; they are conserving 
soil, water and related natural resources; they are creating a greater diversity of 
wildlife habitat in this area; and they are protecting this land from residential and 
commercial development forever. The Trust is extremely pleased to be able to share 
this vision with the Schnirring family.  It was an honor to accept this donation into 
the Trust knowing that the Schnirrings have such strong convictions about  
protecting their land and preserving its natural resources for future generations. 

 

Over 600 hardwood trees have been planted in a harvested cornfield.  Native grasses 
for wildlife habitat were established on the remaining acres through the USDA CRP 
State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) program.  Bill Schnirring was  
interviewed for the “Illinois Stories” feature to be broadcast on WSEC-TV. 

Learn more about 
The Sangamon  
Conservancy Trust 
through an “Illinois 
Stories” feature on 
WSEC-TV, Public 
Broadcast Station. 
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YOU WANT TO PRESERVE YOUR FARM AND INCREASE PROFITABILITY?  

AN AGRICULTURAL EASEMENT COULD BE YOUR ANSWER 
 

Mark S. Cochran 
Attorney at Law 

 
An agricultural easement allows landowners to preserve the existing agricultural uses and 
character of their property by conveying an easement to a qualified organization.  While 
this is a major commitment, there are substantial financial incentives to encourage such de-

cisions.  When one grants an agricultural easement, the donor can claim a charitable deduction based on the 
difference in value of the property before and after the easement is granted.  Farmers and ranchers can use 
this deduction to offset 100 percent of their adjusted gross income (AGI) and, if necessary, carry any unused 
portion forward for up to 15 years.  Non-farmers and ranchers can eliminate 50 percent of their AGI with the 
same carry forward provisions. 
 
There are also long term estate tax savings benefits.  A reduced estate tax value is established for the  
farmland.  Depending on the value of the land, the estate of the landowner would also receive an exclusion of 
up to $500,000.  Finally, these savings can be realized even if the landowner has not acted during his lifetime. 
On the State side, the land is eligible to be taxed at one-twelfth of its fair market value.   
 
The following two examples based on recent Illinois cases illustrate the benefits that can be derived from an 
agricultural easement. 

 
Washington Family - The family has farmed their land for over 75 years.  The father has recently retired and 
the son has taken over.  The area is experiencing development pressure.  The Washington’s want their farm to 
continue as a family operation, but do not want to impact their retirement security.  By conveying an  
agricultural easement to a local land trust, the needs of both the parents and son were addressed.  The son has 
assurance that he will continue to farm and, at the death of his parents, the land will be valued as farmland 
and not as inflated development property.  The parents have peace of mind that the family farming operation 
will continue and that they will not be leaving the next generation with a large estate tax burden and, more  
immediately, they will have eliminated their income tax liability for years to come. 
 
Jefferson Family - The family has been farming their land since before the Civil War.  Ms. Jefferson, a  
spinster, died owning a substantial portion of the family farm.  With few deductions, the estate faced a huge 
tax liability.  Knowing Ms. Jefferson’s interest in preserving the farm, the executors elected to place an  
agricultural easement on the entire property.  As a result, the tax burden was cut in half and a permanent 
lower estate value established, insuring continued family operation of the entire farm.   
 
These two examples merely touch on the wide range of preservation and economic benefits that can be  
realized through an agricultural easement.  Prudent business and estate planning for any family farming  
operation should consider the benefits of an agricultural easement.   
 
For more information, contact Barb Mendenhall at 217-241-6635 ext. 3; The Sangamon Conservancy Trust 
(www.sangamonconservancytrust.org) or Mark Cochran at Bellatti, Barton, Hamill & Cochran, LLC  
944 Clock Tower Drive, Springfield, IL 62704, phone 217-793-9300. 
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Thank you, Tom, for your dedication to the Trust! 

     Charter Trustee, Tom Skelly, has stepped down after serving in many 
capacities during eight of the Trust’s most challenging years. Tom has 
been a devoted Trustee since its inception in 2000.  His guidance, 
thought-provoking ideas, and great insight have been invaluable to the 
Trust.   
 

     Thank you, Tom!  You have our genuine gratitude and thanks for  
being so dedicated  to this organization.   

“Tom served as a 

devoted Trustee since 

its inception in 2000.  

His guidance, thought-

provoking ideas, and 

great insight have been 

invaluable to the 

Trust.” 

 
 

 
Peggy Kaye Fish Joins The Sangamon Conservancy Trust 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Many of you met Peggy Kaye Fish during her 15 years as Farm Director  
for  WTAX and WFMB radio.  After her years as a farm broadcaster, Peggy spent  the next 12 years as Vice 
President of Public Relations for Farm Credit Services of Illinois, before retiring in 2007.   
 Peggy continues serve in many capacities within the agricultural community and is an outstanding 
spokesperson for agriculture wherever she goes.  We are very pleased to have her as a Trustee! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

  

  SHARING INFORMATION ABOUT THE SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUST    
 
     Several SCT Trustees have met with the area Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) to introduce 
them to the Sangamon Conservancy Trust. This past year, they visited with the local boards in Macon, Christian, 
Montgomery, Macoupin, Morgan and Cass counties to inform them of the benefits of conservation easements 
and how the Trust will work with them to monitor any easements in their local areas.  The Trust currently holds 
agricultural conservation easements on farmland in Christian, Menard and Sangamon counties and have been 
working with those local districts for several years. The SWCDs are a vital link in the operations of The 
Sangamon Conservancy Trust.  Local personnel help monitor easements and assist SCT Trustees in their  
planning process. 
     The Trust members will also be visiting the county Farm Bureaus in the area soon in an effort to introduce 
and publicize the Trust throughout the region.  In addition, SCT trustees will also be meeting with area attorneys 
and others in their efforts to improve visibility with landowners and those in the estate planning industry. 

“Serving on The Sangamon Conservancy Trust gives me an  
opportunity to stay involved in the ag industry, to promote  
conservation of Illinois farmland and help educate our neighbors 
 on issues surrounding our principles.” 

 

Be a Partner in Conservation  
and Farmland Preservation 

 

Join The Sangamon Conservancy Trust 
     We encourage you to become a partner in our efforts to preserve  farmland and  conserve the natural  
resources of Illinois.  Please find the enclosed pre-printed envelope with membership opportunities for you.   
     The Sangamon Conservancy Trust is a not-for-profit charitable trust under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code.  Membership dues to this organization are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
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