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In November,  2020, our Trustees passed a motion taking a
stand across all  our easements on energy development.  Our
easements preserve farmland and preclude commercial
development,  such as solar and wind development.  This
preservation gives access to young farmers for future
generations when Il l inois needs more farmers in the production
of our food for the world’s growing population.

The Trust has been involved in sharing our purpose with the
Sangamon County Zoning Board of Appeals.  The Trust objected
to the proposed 960 acre (on 9 parcels)  Sangamon Solar LLC
project near Chatham in August 2021.  This project is  currently
tabled by the Sangamon County board.  Another project,  Double
Black Diamond Solar Power,  LLC was before the Zoning Board
on October 21 ,  2021,  and passed the Sangamon County Zoning
Board of Appeals 4-1 .   

The project consists of 3250 acres in southwestern Sangamon
County with the additional adjacent land in Morgan County,  the
total project is  4085 acres (on 50 parcels) .

The SCT's Purpose, Support &
Outreach on Alternative Energy

www.sangamonconservancytrust.org

NEWS &
FEATURES

Alternative Energy Position
PAGE 1

Fall  Auction Announcement

PAGE 2

FALLFALLFALL  2021 2021 2021

TRUST MATTERSTRUST MATTERSTRUST MATTERS

2623 Sunrise Drive,  Suite 1    |   Springfield,  IL  |   217.241.6635 x3

Trustee Updates

PAGE 2

THE SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUST |  PAGE 1 Trust Matters

Partner with The SCT

PAGE 4

continued on pg. 2



We l c om e  J o  A n n a  R e n t s ch l e r !
I 'm a 4th generation farm "kid" who has
been blessed with a good formal and
informal education.  I  grew up on the family
farm in Dawson, IL ,  graduated from Tri-City
High School and continued my education at
Eastern I l l inois University where I  earned
my BA in History and MA in Public
Administration and American Government.
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I  spent a few years in the Chicago suburbs working and
gaining a different type of education before attending law
school in Valparaiso,  IN.  

After graduation,  I  returned to Dawson, IL and my family's  farm
where I  have set up a solo practice focusing on estate
planning,  probate and small  business needs.  During tax season
I work with a local CPA doing personal income tax returns.  I
am active in my community,  having served on the Board of
Senior Services of Central  I l l inois ,  and currently on the Tri-City
Public Library board as well  as the Board for Christian Child
Care in Lincoln,  IL .

Additional context relating to the projects:
Sangamon County has over 531 ,000 acres in farmland and
Morgan County has over 300,000 acres,  according to the
USDA 2017 Ag Census.
The average soil  productivity index for Sangamon County
soils is  125.5 and Morgan County is  115.7;  the average
productivity index of the 960 acre project is  138.8;  for the
4085 acre project,  the average productivity index is 138.6.
Sangamon County has the 3rd highest soil  productivity index
of the 9 counties SCT focuses on.

There are lands that are less productive and better suited for
these projects.  The Trust is  also concerned about collateral
damages during the construction phase to adjacent parcels
where the land operators have exhibited excellent stewardship
practices.  

The Trust's  primary purpose is using conservation easements
for preservation of prime farmland in nine counties,  Sangamon
and the surrounding counties.
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The SCT Purpose, Support & Outreach on
Alternative Energy continued

In following the 2021 proposed Tax
Legislation,  the Trust would l ike to clarify a
point to our current easement donors and
potential  future easement donors.  As in all
industries,  bad actors continue to abuse this
valuable conservation and legacy tool .  

The Federal Senate Finance Committee has
reported that "bad actors" or syndications
generated $36 bil l ion (about $110 per person
in the US) in unjustif ied tax deductions from
2010 to 2018 by exploiting this valuable
benefit  through the use of overzealous
appraisals .  In 2017,  with IRS Notice 2017-10,
IRS announced these abusive transactions
would be viewed as " l isted transactions."

The Trust follows a process that is  not
considered "l isted transactions" targeted by
the IRS.  The Trust is  a member of the Land
Trust All iance (LTA) to which we follow their
updates.  

For more information or to advocate:  HERE

Thank  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s e r v i c e !
Carol Herndon served as Trustee for 2 years.  Thank you
Carol for your dedication and service to The Sangamon
Conservancy Trust.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/landtrustalliance.org/FINALAlliance_CCEPIA_Advocate_Toolkit_2021.1.pdf
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Become a partner in our efforts to preserve
farmland and conserve the natural resources of

Ill inois!

The enclosed pre-printed envelope provides membership
opportunities for you.  

The Sangamon Conservancy Trust is  a charitable trust established
under Section 501(c)(3)  of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Membership dues to this organization are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law.  
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The Sangamon Conservancy Trust
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phone  217.241.6635 ext.  3
fax      855.288.1480
email    michelle.seman@il .nacdnet.net

www.sangamonconservancytrust.org

Our Mission
"To foster exceptional conservation

activit ies for the benefit  of  all  persons"
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JOIN THE SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUSTJOIN THE SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUST    

Check out our NEW WEBSITE to learn more about The
SCT and to receive electronic communications,

including this newsletter!


