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In a report "Farms under Threat 2040" issued in June 2022 by the

American Farmland Trust,  it  states that according to their

research,  the nations agricultural land is being paved over at a

rapid rate which shows from 2001 to 2016 in some capacity it  has

lost 2,000 acres of farm and ranchland every day.  The press

release for this report is  found here:  https://farmland.org/new-

report-smarter-land-use-planning-is-urgently-needed-to-

safeguard-the-land-that-grows-our-food/.

The report further states that “development choices have a

significant effect on the future of farmland and ranchland” and

concludes that future development projects should consider

embracing “Better Built  Cities”  which aim to protect local farms

and ranches,  enhancing global food systems, and improving

overall  l ivelihood for humankind. 

The full  report can be found here:

https://farmlandinfo.org/publications/farms-under-threat-2040/.

The report is  80 pages in length and written by Dr.  Mitch Hunter,

Dr.  Ann Sorensen, Dr.  Theresa Nogeire-McRae, Dr.  Scott Beck,

Stacy Shutts,  Ryan Murphy.

AFT has also developed an interactive mapping tool for public

use.  The mapping tool is  available here:

http://development2040.farmland.org.
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Conservation Options 

The most common way to protect land is by “conservation

easement.”  A conservation easement (also known as a

conservation restriction or conservation agreement) is  a

voluntary,  legal agreement between a landowner and a land

trust or government agency that permanently l imits uses of

the land in order to protect its conservation values.  It

allows landowners to continue to own and use their land.

They can also sell  it  or pass it  on to heirs .  The l imits of

the conservation easement ‘runs with the land' ,  meaning that

even if  the land is inherited or sold the easement restrictions

stay in place.

Benefits for Landowners

Landowners have found that conservation easements offer

great f lexibil ity ,  yet provide a permanent guarantee that

the land will  not be developed. For example,  an easement on

property containing rare wildlife habitat might prohibit

any development,  while one on a farm might allow continued

farming and the building of additional agricultural

structures.  An easement may apply to only a portion of the

property,  and need not require public access.

A landowner may sell  a conservation easement,  but usually

easements are donated. I f  the donation benefits the

public by permanently protecting important conservation

resources and meets other federal tax code requirements,  it

can qualify as a tax-deductible charitable donation.  The

amount of the donation is the difference between the land’s

value with the easement and its value without the easement.

Placing an easement on property may or may not result in

property tax savings.

Perhaps most importantly,  a conservation easement can be

essential  for passing land on to the next generation.  By

removing the land’s development potential ,  the easement

lowers its market value,  which in turn,  lowers estate tax.

Whether the easement is  donated during l i fe or by will ,  it  can

make a critical  difference in the heirs ’  abil ity to keep the

land intact.
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Why Use A Conservation Easement?

Ou r  C o nd o l e n c e s
It  is  with sadness the
Trust announces the
passing of our Trustee,  
Jo Anna Rentschler.  

Please keep Jo Anna's
family in your thoughts
and prayers.  
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from the Land Trust Alliance (LTA)

Contact us today for more information on
how a conservation easement can be of
benefit  to you and your land!
email: sangamonconservancytrust@gmail.com
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Become a partner in our efforts to preserve farmland and conserve
the natural resources of I l l inois!

The enclosed pre-printed envelope provides membership  opportunities  for you.  

The Sangamon Conservancy Trust is  a charitable trust established under Section 501(c)(3)  of
the Internal Revenue Code. 

Membership dues to this organization are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

BECOME A MEMBER OF SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUSTBECOME A MEMBER OF SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUST     

Check out our NEW WEBSITE to learn more about the SCT,  solar & wind  installation developments,
and sign-up to receive electronic communications,  including this newsletter !
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questions? email: sangamonconservancytrust@gmail.com


