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The Sangamon Conservancy Trust is  pleased to announce its newest conservation
easement at Jubilee Farm just west of Springfield,  IL .  The farm is owned by the
Dominican Sisters of Springfield.  Below is a message from the Dominican Sisters
about their dedication to land conservation.  

The almost 164 acres that comprise Jubi lee Farm stands as a commitment of  the Dominican
Sisters’  intent ion to embrace as a moral  imperat ive the need to help restore wholeness to
Creat ion.  Our ef for ts to do that include honor ing the integr i ty,  stabi l i ty ,  and beauty of  the
land and i ts inhabi tants by working to restore I l l inois nat ive wi ldf lowers and grasses,
nursing a baby wet land, protect ing wi ld l i fe habi tat ,  refraining from using toxic chemicals,  

and of fer ing opportuni t ies for  v is i tors to spend
t ime on the land, walk the trai ls,  and feel  the
deep peace the land shares with us al l .
 

From the beginning we have recognized the need
to preserve these beaut i fu l  h i l ls  and pastures
from development,  not  just  for  the t ime that we
Sisters hold them in t rust ,  but  in perpetui ty.
Having them protected in a conservat ion
easement gives us that assurance. We are so
grateful  to the Conservancy and look forward to
working with them in the years ahead.
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On July 19,  2023,  a Trustee from The Sangamon Conservancy
Trust,  Walter Lynn testified in opposition to the CO2
pipeline project for the Sangamon County area.  Walter's
testimony is outlined below. 

Walter Lynn owns farmland in Mason County,  IL and has a

strong historical conservation ethic for how to care for the

land and water.  As a Trustee of The Sangamon Conservancy

Trust,  the organization helps to preserve the valuable

farmland. Walter is  also a current board member of Holistic

Management International in Albuquerque, NM that does

producer education worldwide.

CO2 from Ethanol Plants & Alternative Options
Ethanol plants currently vent bil l ions of tons of biogenic CO2

and on average 260,000 tons of CO2 into the atmosphere.

This is  wasteful in two ways.  First ,  more CO2 is being added

to the atmosphere and secondly,  the CO2 is valuable as

biogenic net-zero CO2. Biogenic CO2 (bioCO2) is  the key

ingredient for a diverse and valuable family of net-zero

chemicals and fuels .  

Green methanol (net-zero methanol,  also called eMethanol)  is

the simplest and in high demand. When green methanol is

burned or consumed it  is  net zero,  adding no new CO2 to the

atmosphere.  It  is  in high demand by large chemical

companies and cargo shipping companies looking to reduce

their carbon footprint.  Conventional diesel engines can be

modified to run on either diesel or green methanol.  Methanol

burns with no waste products,  and even if  spil led,  causes

little or no environmental damage. An example of the coming

demand for green methanol,  consider Maersk,  the world’s

largest shipping company from Denmark.  They seek to

purchase 6 mill ion metric tonnes of green methanol in the

year 2030 for their  own needs.  This amount of green

methanol would require the total output from 40 ethanol

plants.  

There are 13 ethanol plants in I l l inois representing

approximately 10% of US production.  Two plants in I l l inois

are building facil it ies to convert CO2 to Green Methanol,  Lena

in Stephenson County and SIU-Edwardsvil le.  SIU-E’s National

Corn to Ethanol Research Center (NCERC) is  the world’s only

ethanol research center;  the current project is  to scale up

this alternative for the industry.  The Center was originally

funded by $21 mill ion of federal and state monies.
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The SCT's Testimony + Opposition

Senate Bil l  1701 (SB1701) ,
concerning the Partners for
Conservation Fund, was signed
into law by Governor JB Pritzker
as Public Act 103-0494,  to
promote healthy soils
conservation programs. 

I l l inois General Assembly meets
for Veto Session in Springfield,  IL :
October 25-26,  2023 and 
November 7-9,  2023 
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Continued from page 2

The typical ethanol plant could be producing 160,000 tonnes (32 mill ion gallons) per year of net zero

green methanol with a market value of $160 mill ion injected into the local economy near an ethanol

plant.  In the US and Canada there are 195 Ethanol plants suitable for the green methanol upgrade.

The Green Methanol plants in I l l inois would create a value added to the ethanol industry of $3.4

bil l ion with one year’s  production.  This is  $200 mill ion more than the Navigator Pipeline cost of $3.2

bil l ion.

For twenty years,  NCERC has achieved a legacy of success by playing an instrumental role in

commercializing more than eighty products that are now used in the commercial  marketplace,

leading to the creation of more than 5,000 jobs and generating in excess of $5.6 bil l ion in annual

revenue. Green methanol is  a superior solution to ethanol CO2 waste capture.  The CO2 pipelines are

dangerous,  damage farms, and disrupt local communities.  Green methanol brings new local revenue

while laying the groundwork for long term ethanol sustainabil ity.

Contact us today for more information
on how a conservation easement can be
of benefit  to you and your land!
email: sangamonconservancytrust@gmail.com

CO2 Pipeline - Sangamon County, IL 
The SCT's Testimony + Opposition

The SCT welcomes its newest Trustee,  Anna Stone!
 “ I  am interested in better land use pract ices and long term conservat ion opt ions for
wi ld l ife and farming which is what The Sangamon Conservancy Trust does . ”

I  am Anna Stone.  I  grew up walking beans and detasseling corn on our
farm. I  was a scientif ic i l lustrator,  then when I  returned to I l l inois ,  I  was
Special  Projects Manager and Logistics Specialist  at Solomon Colors,  Inc. .
I  also worked part t ime at our family seed processing facil ity ,  ARCS. 
I  am interested in land conservation and soil  improvement.  I  have served
on the Sangamon County Farm Bureau Board,  and was a board trustee for
the Prairie Skies Public Library District .  

On August 8,  2023,  the Sangamon County Board voted unanimously to enact a moratorium through
December 31 ,  2023 on issuing any permits for future underground storage of CO2 from the proposed
CO2 pipeline through the county.

CO2 Pipeline - Sangamon County Board Decision 

FALL RAFFLE: BBQ PACKAGE! 
SEE THE INSERT IN THIS NEWSLETTER FOR DETAILS ON OUR FALL RAFFLE.  
WINNER WILL BE ANNOUNCED ON DECEMBER 1 ,  2023.  ALL PROCEEDS GO TO
FURTHER THE MISSION OF THE SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUST. 
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Become a partner in our efforts to preserve farmland and conserve
the natural resources of I l l inois!

The enclosed pre-printed envelope provides membership  opportunities  for you or visit  our
website for more information.  

The Sangamon Conservancy Trust is  a charitable trust established under Section 501(c)(3)  of
the Internal Revenue Code. 

Membership dues to this organization are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

BECOME A MEMBER OF SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUSTBECOME A MEMBER OF SANGAMON CONSERVANCY TRUST     

Check out our WEBSITE to learn more about the SCT,  conservation easements,  and sign-up to receive
electronic communications,  including this newsletter !
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questions? email: sangamonconservancytrust@gmail.com

sangamonconservancytrust.org


